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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA4 for informing them about their discussion on the interpretation of guaranteed bit rate.

During this discussion, two different interpretations of guaranteed bit rate were presented where the first one considers it as the highest codec rate of the active codec of an UMTS AMR call and the second one that considers it as the lowest codec rate and RAN3 was asked to confirm.

RAN3 would like to clarify that the guaranteed bit rate is signalled over the Iu interface as set to the “highest non rate controllable bit rate” as can be seen from TS25.413 section 9.2.1.3. This is in line with TS23.107  which defines the rate control to be performed between the guaranteed bit rate and the maximum bit rate and also in line with the specification of the rate control procedure on Iu that SA4 can find in TS25.415.

Consequently, the guaranteed bit rate can be set to any value between the lowest and highest codec rate of the active codec set. The understanding in RAN3 is that, as indicated by SA2 in the past, the guaranteed bit rate is to be seen as the highest codec rate for which the QoS attributes are fulfilled whatever the radio conditions so that it defines the lower boundary for the application of rate control.

Therefore, in short, the guaranteed bit rate can be different than the lowest codec rate of the Active Codec Set (ACS).

2. Actions:

To CN4 group.

ACTION: 

3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3#32
23th – 27th September 2002 Xian, China 

RAN3#33
11th – 15th November 2002 Sophia Antipolis, France 

